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A Time for Gathering

Preparation for Worship Including Prelude:                                             

                                                                                                           – Rachel Persenaire
Please be still and prepare your hearts to worship God…
Welcome and Call to Worship:                  – Rachel Persenaire Rachel: Christ is risen!
      All: Christ is risen indeed!
Rachel: O Lord our God, we praise you.
      All: We cried to you for help and you answered us.
Rachel: You have restored our lives;
      All: Praise You have rescued us from the grave.
- "Call to Worship" from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1 

- © 2012 by WESTMINSTER JOHN KNOX PRESS, Louisville, KY.   All rights reserved. Used with permission. Page 153. 
Praise Song:                                                                       – Rachel Persenaire
                                                        “God So Loved”                  - Ingram/Wickham
                                    
-a  time  for  grace-
Call to Confession:               – Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.           
Alan: When your soul is suffering in silence, 

         call out to the Lord our God, who heals our brokenness, 

         who lifts us up from the pit and restores our lives.
         Let us pray to confess our sin…
- "Call to Confession" from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1 

- © 2012 by WESTMINSTER JOHN KNOX PRESS, Louisville, KY.   All rights reserved. Used with permission. Page 153. 
Unison Prayer of Confession
   All: Lord God, in the light of your glory
         we see the evil we have done, 

         the suffering we have caused,

         the good we have refused, and the truth we have denied.

         Heal us of our sin, wash us in your mercy,
         and feed us with your grace,         

         so that we may follow your way

         and tell the good news of the gospel.  Amen.

- "Prayer of Confession" from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1 

- © 2012 by WESTMINSTER JOHN KNOX PRESS, Louisville, KY.   All rights reserved. Used with permission. Page 154. 
(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great,

God's mercy is greater.)

Declaration of Forgiveness: 

Alan: Rise up from the dust!
         Cast off the shroud of sorrow 
         and put on the joy of the Lord.

         In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

   All: Thanks be to God!
- "Declaration of Forgiveness" from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1 

- © 2012 by WESTMINSTER JOHN KNOX PRESS, Louisville, KY.   All rights reserved. Used with permission. Page 154.
*A Disciples’ Response No. 591:                - Neil Weatherhogg, 1988
"Doxology"

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.
- © 1990 by Neil Weatherhogg.  All rights reserved.   Used by permission granted under C. C. L. I. license no. 970294.

*Celebrating the Peace Only Jesus Can Bring:
– Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.           
Alan: It is written in the Scriptures, 

         so, we may therefore believe,
         God loved the world SO much

         that God sent his only Son,

         so that all who received him into their hearts 

         would not have to die forever,

         but could have everlasting life.
   All: And I believe that God loves ME so much
         that if I were the only one ever to have lived,

         God would STILL have sent his Son 

         to live and to die for me!
Alan: This is TRULY 'Good News'
         which brings peace to our hearts like nothing else can.
   All: Therefore, we must proclaim God's peace near and far!
Alan: Please share a warm greeting

         and a sincere sign of God's peace with those here, 
         without leaving your seat,
         AND with someone you call or meet this week.

                          – written by Alan R. Schaefer many years ago.
A Time for Inspiration
Children's Message                                                              – Megan Berg
Sung Prayer for Illumination:        - Henry . Clarke, 1888-1957.
Into my heart, into my heart,

come into my heart, Lord Jesus;

Come in today, come in to stay,

come into my heart, Lord Jesus.  
- © 1924, renewed 1952 by HOPE PUBLISHING CO.  All rights reserved. Used by the permission granted under C. C. L. I. license #970294.
The Lesson:                                           – Megan Berg
Megan: Today's Lesson is taken from 
            The Gospel According to John,                                                            
                chapter 21: verses 1 thru 19.
         For maximum understanding, 

         please follow along in your own Bible…
         Hear what the Spirit is saying to "the Church…" - Revelation 2:7
  1 After these things 
   Jesus showed himself again to the disciples 
   by the Sea of Tiberias;  
   and he showed himself in this way.
  2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, 

   Thomas called the Twin, Nathaniel of Cana in Galilee, 

   the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.
  3 Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing."
   They said to him, "We will go with you."

   They went out and got into the boat, 

   but that night they caught nothing.
  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; 

   but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.
  5 "Jesus said to them, 

   "Children, you have no fish, have you?
   They answered him, "No."

  6 He said to them, 

   "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, 

   and you will find some."
   So they cast it, 

   and now they were not able to haul it in 

   because there were so many fish.
  7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 
   "It is the Lord!"
   When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,

   he put on some clothes, for he was naked, 

   and jumped into the sea.
  8 But the other disciples came in the boat, 

   dragging the net full of fish, 

   for they were not far from the land, 

   only about a hundred yards off.
  9 When they had gone ashore, 

   they saw a charcoal fire there, 

   with fish on it, and bread.
10 Jesus said to them, 

   "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.
11 So Simon Peter went aboard 

   and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 

   a hundred fifty-three of them; 

   and though there were so many, the net was not torn.
12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast."
   Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, 

   "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord.

13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, 

   and did the same with the fish.
14 This was now the third time 

   that Jesus appeared to the disciples 

   after he was raised from the dead.
15 When they had finished breakfast, 
   Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
   "Simon son of John, 
   do you love me more than these?"
   He said to him, "Yes Lord, you know that I love you."

   Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."

16 A second time he said to him, 

   "Simon son of John, do you love me?" 

   (Simon) said to him, "Yes; you know that I love you." 

   Jesus said to him, tend my sheep."
17 He said to him the third time, 

   "Simon son of John, do you love me?"
   Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, 

   "Do you love me?"

   And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything;  

   you know that I love you."

   Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.
18 "Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, 

   you used to fasten your own belt 

   and to go wherever you wished.
   But when you grow old, 

   you will stretch out your hands, 

   and someone else will fasten a belt around you 

   and take you where you do not wish to go."

19 (He said this to indicate 
   the kind of death by which he would glorify God.)
   After this he said to him, "Follow me."

( ( ( … The Word of the Lord!  Thanks be to God ...
– NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION Bible (a Translation),  

   © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 

   All rights reserved.  Used with permission.
Sermon:                                – Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.           
 " What's  Next ? "
– Text:  John 21: 19b  After this he said to him, "Follow me."     – NRSV                      
A Time for Responding
Call for the Offering:            – Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.           
As those present in our sanctuary

   prepare to present their offerings here, 
   may you who are not, please 

   consider mailing your offering to us at 51 West 

   Blackwell Street, Dover NJ, 07801.  Thank you!
- Written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2022.
Jesus calls us to feed his lambs and tend his sheep.
Let us show and share his love 

   through the offering of our lives.
- "Declaration of Forgiveness" from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1 

- © 2012 by WESTMINSTER JOHN KNOX PRESS, Louisville, KY.   All rights reserved. Used with permission. Page 155.
Prayer of Dedication:       – Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.           
Worthy are you, O God, 
   to receive power and wealth 
   and wisdom and might 
   and honor and glory and blessing.
Receive these gifts of thanksgiving and praise 
   and use them for your glory 
   and the good of your people; 
   in the name of Jesus Christ, the Lamb.  Amen.
- "Prayer of Dedication" from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1 
- © 2012 by WESTMINSTER JOHN KNOX PRESS, Louisville, KY.   All rights reserved. Used with permission. Page 155. 
Offertory:                                        – Rachel Persenaire
                                   “Because He Lives (Amen)” - Tomlin/Carson/Cash/Gaither/Maher
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper:

Invitation:

It is that time in our worship life

   when we come to this place of precious memories

…to engage in cherished moments of intimacy 

   with our loving God, and our dear friends, 

   where together we can partake of 

   the sacred bread and holy cup 

   representing the body and blood of our Lord Jesus.

It is because he loves us 

   that he went to the cross in our place.

And it is because we love him 

   that we remember him and what he did for us

   in this sacramental way.

His arms are outstretched before you, 

   waiting in anticipation 

   of holding you close to his heart.  Do you see him?

Please reach out to meet him at his table.

Consecration:

Holy Father, 
   our mental images of your Table on the night of your arrest 
   are still fresh memories from our recent celebration 
   of Maundy Thursday.
Your closest friends spaced around it 
   to your right and to your left. 
The paten and bread you held up 
   and dedicated to new symbolism and purpose 
   as our bread of life, 
   and the cup after supper you proclaimed to be 
   the cup of our salvation now and forevermore—
   all made possible by Jesus' obedience unto death on a cross
   —substitutionary atonement the theologians now call it.

And so, once again, we set aside these elements 
   from a common to a sacred use, 
   and thank you that we cannot think of them 
   without thinking about how much you love us.

May they never fail to stir our hearts to humility 
   for our undeserved forgiveness, 
   and to gratitude for achieving 
   what we cannot achieve for ourselves.
In so much as Jesus is our only hope of salvation, 

   we give you thanks and praise from the depth of our hearts.  Amen.                                                                                             - Written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2022.
Celebration
Appreciation:

We thank you, O God, for this holy meal,

    shared in the Spirit

    with every other believer …of every age and place.
    Send us forth

    to be the Body of Christ in the world today.

    Empower our words and deeds

    to show forth the love of Jesus,

    who died so we might live abundantly & eternally.

    Amen.                                            – Written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2015.
Joys and Concerns
 
Prayers of the People and Lord's Prayer:  
Alan: Lord, 
when we pray…

All: …Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

      on earth as it is in heaven.

   Give us this day our daily bread,

      and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

   Lead us not into temptation, deliver us from evil.

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
     forever.  Amen.
A Time to Take God's "Good News" to the World

Hymn No. 104: “Christ Is Risen, Shout Hosanna!”- Brian Wren
Pastoral Charge and Benediction: 
Alan: Go forth into the world in peace,

   rendering to no one, evil for evil.

   May you live each day in the sure knowledge that 

   Christ was born for YOU, …ESPECIALLY YOU,

   and that NOTHING in all creation 

   shall ever be able to separate you 

   from the love of God in Jesus Christ.  Amen?

– written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2017
Postlude:  Please remain seated and enjoy the Postlude
WE ARE BLESSED TO HAVE YOU WORSHIP WITH US!
OUR NEXT LORD'S DAY CELEBRATION 
OF THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE ON June 5th,
EITHER IN OUR SANCTUARY or 
WHEREVER YOU & YOUR COMPUTER or CELL PHONE CAN TUNE IN. 

PLEASE JOIN US WHERE YOU ARE ABLE!
11

