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February 27, 2022  —  8th  SUNDAY  after  EPIPHANY
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A Time for Gathering

Preparation for Worship Including Prelude:                                             

                                                                                                       – Rachel Persenaire
Please be still and prepare your hearts to worship God…
Welcome and Call to Worship:            – Rachel Persenaire 
Rachel: Today, on this Lord's Day, we gather again,
   to join hearts and minds in a celebration of our faith

   which includes Scripture and prayer, 

   teaching and preaching,

   fond memories, inspiring music, and fond fellowship.

Let us open ourselves up 

   to receive these and any other gifts 

   God is eager to bestow upon us 

   as we give him our thanks and praise.
- Written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2022.
Praise Song:                                                                  – Rachel Persenaire
                                                       “Lord of Lords”                        - Ligertwood
                                      

-a  time  for  grace-
Call to Confession:           – Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.           
Through the words and deeds of Jesus Christ

   we can believe we are safe in bringing our

   darkest secrets and deepest regrets 

   before Almighty God.  
Let us do so now, and any other time,

   without fear.  (Let us pray…)
- Written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2022.
Unison Prayer of Confession – Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.           
Holy God, it is obvious your heart bursts 

   with the desire to give us good gifts, divine values, 

   and holy work to do in your name.

But we can be reluctant recipients at times, 

   not sure we want everything you have to offer, 

   not comfortable with the obligations 

   your gifts imply, 

   not happy about all the choices you would make 

   on our behalf.

Forgive us for being such choosy beneficiaries, 

   much more interested 

   in what we want for ourselves 

   than in what you want for us. 

- Written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2022.
Declaration of Forgiveness:    – Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.
One:  Children of the Most High God,
   through Jesus Christ our Lord

   we have received grace in good measure—

   like David's proverbial cup

   spilling out and running over.
All: Thanks be to God!  Amen.
- Written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2022.
*A Disciples’ Response:                                                - Michael W. Smith, 1981
"How Majestic Is Your Name"

O Lord, our Lord,

how majestic is your name in all the earth. (Repeat)

O Lord, —we praise your name.

O Lord, —we magnify your name:

   Prince of Peace, mighty God;

O Lord God Almighty.

- © 1981 by Meadowgreen Music Co.  All rights reserved. 

  Used by permission granted under C. C. L. I. license no. 970294.

*Celebrating the Peace Only Jesus Can Bring:
– Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.           
One: John preached a gospel of repentance

        to prepare the way for one

        who would baptize with the Holy Spirit!
  All: Jesus received John's baptism

        in preparation for giving us a peace

        which passes all human understanding.

One: We are blessed to be called upon

        to bring such a blessing to others!
  All: In word and in deed, 
        let us proclaim God's peace

        to stressed, troubled and broken hearts

        wherever they may be.

One: Please share a warm greeting

        and a sincere sign of God's peace

        with someone you call or meet this week.

                          – written by Alan R. Schaefer

A Time for Inspiration
Children's Message                                                          – Megan Berg
Sung Prayer for Illumination:               - Paul Baloche
1. Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,

Open the eyes of my heart;

I want to see you, I want to see you.

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,

Open the eyes of my heart;

I want to see you, I want to see you.

CHORUS:  To see you high and lifted up,

shining in the light of your glory.

Pour out your power and love

as we sing.  Holy, holy, holy.  

2. Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,

Open the eyes of my heart;

I want to see you, I want to see you.

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,

Open the eyes of my heart;

I want to see you, I want to see you.

To see you high and lifted up,

shining in the light of your glory.

Pour out your power and love

as we sing.  Holy, holy, holy.

 CODA:  Holy, holy, holy.

Holy, holy, holy.

Holy, holy, holy.  I want to see you.  
- © 1997, INTEGRITY'S HOSANNA MUSIC (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc.  
   All rights reserved. Used by the permission granted under C. C. L. I. license #2717986.
   Worship & Song, © 2011 by Abingdon Press.
The Lesson:                                          – Megan Berg
Meg: Today's Lesson is taken from 
         The Letter of Paul to the Romans,                                                            
            chapter 8: vss 26 thru 30.
         For maximum understanding, 

         please follow along in your own Bible…
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church…      - Revelation 2:7
26 …(T)he Spirit helps us in our weakness; 
   for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
   but that very Spirit intercedes 
27 And God, who searches the heart, 

   knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

   because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

   according to the will of God.
28 We know that all things work together for good

   for those who love God, 

   who are called according to his purpose.
29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 

   to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

   in order that (Jesus) might be the firstborn

   within a large family.
30 And those whom he predestined he also called;
   and those whom he called he also justified;

   and those whom he justified he also glorified.
( ( (… The Word of the Lord!  Thanks be to God ...
– NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION Bible (a Translation),  

   © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 

   All rights reserved.  Used with permission.
Sermon:                                  – Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.
 " Why Pray? "
– Text:  Romans 8: 26 — …(T)he Spirit helps us in our weakness;  

   for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

   but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.      – NRSV                      
A Time for Responding
Call for the Offering:               – Rev. Alan R. Schaefer, H. R.
Having heard the word of God as we just have,
   let us respond with our offerings in his name

   that others may also be blessed to hear his words

   and know his love.
As those present in our sanctuary

   prepare to give here, may you who are not, please 

   consider mailing your offering to us at 51 West 
   Blackwell Street, Dover NJ, 07801.  Thank you! 
- Written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2022.
Offertory Solo:                                             – Rachel Persenaire
                                     “I Will Sing”                        - Jordan/McCracken
*Gloria Patri No. 577             - Richard K. Avery and Donald S. Marsh 1967
Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.  Amen.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. Amen.

- © 1967  by Hope Publishing  Co.  Used with permission granted under C. C. L. I. lic no. 970294

*Unison Prayer of Dedication:  

Holy One, all that we have comes from you.
You bless our lives with the joy of thanksgiving

   and shower upon us the help we need every hour.

Lead us, guide us; use us and these gifts 

   for the sake of the life of the world, 

   in the name of the One who died and rose.  Amen.

 “Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication” as found in FEASTING ON THE WORD, WORSHIP  COMPANION for Year C, Vol. 1, 
  © 2014 by Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY. Page 87.
Joys and Concerns      – Kim Forrester or Megan Berg
Prayers of & for the People & Lord's Prayer
Father, we seem to be living in a very chaotic time
   compared to the orderliness we were raised to expect, 

   taught to maintain, 

   and encouraged to pass on to future generations.

Instead, we find ourselves victimized by forces beyond our control 

   with new weather patterns 

      which are more chaotic than we have ever known,

   new political intercourse more chaotic 
      than when our nation’s form of government was designed,
   new medical challenges than we were aware of before,

   and, new  bullying dictators 

      which threaten the peace of the world

      while seeming to forget the cost of the historically old ones

      which has always needed to be paid, sooner or later.
Please help us learn how to live with all these new realities, 

   including how best to react to them.

Please guide us in helping one another cope with 

   what none of us can deal with alone.

And help us choose how to be part of the solution 

   rather than part of the problem.

We seek to be the people you need us to be 

   to restore your will and your way in the world.

 And we will continue to pray as you taught us when you said…                                     - written by Alan R. Schaefer, 2022.
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

      on earth as it is in heaven.

   Give us this day our daily bread,

      and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

   Lead us not into temptation, deliver us from evil.

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 

      Amen.

A Time to Take God's "Good News" to the World

Hymn No. 390:                                    – Fred Pratt Green, 1974
“O Savior, In This Quiet Place”
Pastoral Charge and Benediction: 
One: Now, go and tell the good news:

   the Lord of life and light is with us;

   Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.

   The very face of God shines upon you

   with beauty, blessing, and peace.  Amen!
Please remain seated and enjoy the Postlude
Postlude
WE ARE BLESSED TO HAVE YOU WORSHIP WITH US!

OUR NEXT CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER WILL BE MARCH 6th EITHER IN OUR SANCTUARY or WHEREVER YOU AND YOUR COMPUTER CAN TUNE IN. 

PLEASE JOIN US WHERE YOU ARE ABLE.
9

